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MEDIA RELEASE 
11 June 2014 
 

NEW REPORT ON THE COST OF TOP GLOBAL COMPANIES’ PLASTIC USE AND  
IMPACT WILL BE DISCUSSED AT NEW YORK EVENT 

 
A new report, the first ever of its kind, has analysed the world’s top companies and the natural capital 
valuation of plastic use in the consumer goods sector.  This report will be being explained for the first time 
by one of its creators, Richard Mattison, CEO Trucost, at a major event in New York City, the Plasticity 
Forum. 
 
"Valuing Plastic: The Business Case for Measuring, Managing and Disclosing Plastic Use in the Consumer 
Goods Industry" developed by the Plastic Disclosure Project (PDP) in partnership with United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and Trucost, articulates the business case for companies to measure, 
manage and disclose information on their annual use and disposal of plastic.  The report uses natural capital 
valuation to identify ‘hotspots’ of pollution or resource use in the consumer goods industry.  
 
Richard Mattison, CEO, Trucost said in advance of his discussion of the report, “Natural capital valuation 
has the power to help organizations understand their environmental impacts, including pollution of the 
world’s oceans. By putting a financial value on impacts such as plastic waste, companies can further 
integrate effective environmental management into mainstream business. By highlighting the savings from 
reuse and recycling, it builds a business case for proactive sustainability improvements.” 
 
PDP says it can be used by companies to target efforts to optimize plastic use and reduce end-of-life impacts, 
“This is a major report and the first of it’s kind, marking a significant step in helping some of our biggest 
consumer goods companies to focus on efficiencies in their plastic use, and reduction of environmental 
impacts,” said Andrew Russell, Director of the PDP. 
 
In addition, a number of new speakers for the Plasticity Forum have been announced: 

• Scott O’Donnell, Director of Environmental Affairs, Dell 
• Lewis Perkins, Senior Vice President, Cradle to Cradle Products Innovation Institute 
• Tom Outerbridge, Manager of Municipal Recycling, Sims 
• Katherine O’Dea, Senior Director of Innovation and Advisory Services, GreenBlue  
• Elizabeth Balkan, Senior Policy Advisor, New York City Mayor's Office 

 
These new speakers join the world’s leading plastic innovators, entrepreneurs, designers and thought leaders 
within both business and government sectors, in the aim of finding profitable and creative solutions to reduce 
our global plastic footprint, including: 

• William McDonough, Chairman of McDonough Innovation, and co-author of Cradle-to-Cradle 
• Ron Gonen, CEO, Closed Loop Fund and former Deputy Commissioner of Sanitation, Recycling & 

Sustainability for New York City 
• Dr. Mike Biddle, Founder and Director, MBA Polymers, Gothenburg Sustainability Winner 
• Tom Szaky, CEO, Terracycle 
• Steve Davies, Director, Marketing/Public Affairs, Nature Works  
• Robert McKay, Senior Business Manager, Global Sustainability, SABIC Innovative Plastics 
• Steve Russell, Vice President, Plastics Division, American Chemistry Council  
• Stephan Clambaneva, Director & Design Business Consultant, Design Studio, Dassault Systems 

 
The event will showcase ideas and latest developments in using waste as a resource, best practice 
innovations in plastic that save money, use of new materials, designing for sustainability and solutions for a 
world where plastic is used without a footprint. 
 
“Plastic does not need to be a problem if it is handled, designed and recycled properly, so that it does not 
become waste. There are solutions out there, but we need them to be to scale, and this is where the Plasticity  
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Forum brings value across industries and governments by allowing them to learn from one another and build 
collaborations that empower waste reduction, or turning waste into a resource,” said Doug Woodring, 
Founder of Plasticity.   
 
“The aim of Plasticity is to show who’s already doing it, how you can do it, and how you can turn this into a 
profitable exercise for your bottom line.” 

-ends- 
Event Details: 
 
Date and venue – 24 June, 2014 at Tribeca Rooftop, New York 
More information – www.plasticityforum.com  

 
For media enquiries please contact:  For general enquiries please contact: 
 
Lex Guider      Valentina Zarew 
The Bravery      Plasticity Forum  
lex@thebraveryishere.com   valentina@plasticityforum.com 

 
 
About Plasticity: 
 
A one day business event is about the future of plastic and where the leaders are going with innovation, 
design, materials, recycling, and solutions, so that plastic does not become a waste product an impact our 
communities and environment.  The World Bank estimates that the world’s municipal solid waste generation 
could double by 2025.  Few countries or cities are capable of handling this waste stream, of which plastic 
makes up an increasing percentage, due to the fact that recycling infrastructure in most countries cannot keep 
pace with the wide variety of materials and products.    
 
The Plasticity Forum is a cross section of thinkers, solution providers, brands, users and those who 
appreciate scale, to expedite the solutions and innovations that exist today to keep plastic from becoming a 
problem for our communities and environment.  Plasticity offers a global discussion and perspective on 
solutions, how to standardize across products or industries, and how to bring about new opportunities in 
production and recovery operations. 
 
About Ocean Recovery Alliance: 
 
Ocean Recovery Alliance brings together new ways of thinking, technologies, creativity and collaborations 
in order to introduce innovative projects and initiatives that help to improve our ocean environment. It has 
two projects with the Clinton Global Initiative focused on the reduction of plastic pollution, and is one of the 
only NGOs in the world to be working with both the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 
the World Bank’s Global Partnership for Oceans.  It is the founder of the Plasticity Forum, originally 
launched at the Rio+20 Earth Summit, and is an advisor for The Economist’s World Ocean Summit. 


